Evaluation of a point-of-care influenza antigen test for the detection of highly pathogenic avian influenza H5N1 virus in cats.
Quick diagnosis of H5N1 infection in cats is important because of the zoonotic and pandemic potential of this virus. Human rapid influenza antigen tests are also sold commercially to veterinarians for use in cats. The point-of-care test actim(trade mark) Influenza A&B (Medix Biochemica, Kauniainen, Finland) was evaluated for the diagnosis of H5N1 infection in cats. The test showed a very low sensitivity and did not detect virus in samples of experimentally infected cats, so that its application cannot be recommended for the diagnosis of H5N1 infection in cats.